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Most of the agriculture in Jefferson County is on small farms. According |
to the Unitsd States Cefisus of Agriculture, 195, there were 356 properties

classifisd a8 Pfarms which was 58 less than reported in 1950, ' The decline was
due 4in part te a2 change in Census metheds; but does show the general trend in
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farm wumbers .over the state and nation,”. Consolidatiotn of farms through pur
chase ‘and lease has inoredsed the average size from 91 acres in 1925 %o 106"
acres . in 195k, Jefferson:County ranked thirty-sixth-among the 39 counties of.
the state 4n number of Farms Wt was mantv—thztrd in size of £z-1rms. . -

",","! Sy -~

* + The snall farms are largely the reault of la.nd acqm.sation, purchasa
methods and the types of farming, During earlier settlement much logged-over
14nd was 8014 in 10420 and L0 sore units to part-time farmers,- Subdivisions

of farms 61 shoreline ac'r@s for nesidantral 'pmperines has been cammon: since
19140. AR ERE L o ) L
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Average farm size decreased during the depression years, but since World
War II has inereaseds The popularity of part-time farming has resulted in
many smallwscale farming operations in poultry, berries, livestock, dairy and
specialty enterprises, Heavy costs of clearing sbtump and forest land have
tended to discourage development of large commercial farm ho.disgse These and
other econumic factors have created a present pattern in which 05 percent of
the farme are less than 100 acres, Farms from 10 to 2l acres are largest in
number-~totaling 77 places. In the 195L Census there were only 28 farms of
260 acres and larger, The few farms which exceed 500 acres are mainly managed
as tree farms,

Table 10,~ Farms, Number and Average Size, Land in Farms
Jefferson County, Washington

Total County |~Verage 5126 | peroent of
Year | Totel Farms | npon 4p fame | o fams dn } oopnty area
in County (acres) the county in farms
(acres)
1900 212 29,289 138 245
1910 262 31,518 120 267
1920 348 35,917 103 3.1
1925 350 32,015 91 2.8
1930 272 26,016 95 242
194G 51y 42,8064 b2 Jeb
1945 - Lh2 45,258 102 Lo
1950 ol - | u55E 110 3.9
1954 356 37,977 106 343
Source: U, S, Census, Agriculture
In 195k the 356 farms of Jefferson County contained 37,977 acres or only
3.3 percent of the total land area within the county., Acreage in farme ine

creased from 29,289 acres in 1900 to a peak of 45,581 in 1950, During the
depression farm acreage drepped off to 26,046 acres in 1930, Froem 1930 to 1950
the acreage of farm land increased to 15,581 btut this dropped to 37,977 in
1954, Farm numbers declined from 518 to 356 in the 1L years 19L0~195L, As
opportunities outside agriculture-took people off the farm at least seme of

the acreage they had farmed was taken over by those who remained as farmers.
Farm Values

Value of farmland and farms has inereased greatly since 1920, Values rose
rapidly between 1900 and 1930 then declined during the 1930's, From a total
of $2,011,34) in 1930, farm property in-Jefferson County more than doubled in
value by 1954, Values per farm have shown rapid increases, with the value of
farmland and buildings per farm averaging nearly $1k,000 or $130 per acre with
buildings, The rise in farm and land values has been caused by several
factors, One has been the general rise of prices in real estate and standing
timber throughout the western United States, Value has been added by the large
amount of labor and capital needed for ¢learing and improving the land during
the last thirty years., Another factor is the increased demand for rural home
‘and small-farm acreage related to the general growth o industrial population.
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Jefferson County, Washington

Table 1l.» Value of Farm Property

Jefferson County, 19001954

m“-‘rw
Total Value

County Average Values
- Year!  Per Acre
in County {dollars) | (dollars)

1900 $ 7ho,229 $ 3,590 | § 25

1910 1,975,980 7,542 63

1920 2,746,115 65359 62

1930 2,011, 3kl 75395 17

1940 2 h23 9hS L4679 57

1950 h 1ho 000 10,000 107

1954 h,982,932 13,997 128

Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture
Iypes of Farms

Nearly 70 percent of the ferms in Jefferson County derive their income
from such a variety of sources that they cannot be classified as Lo major

source of income,

The result is that these 70 percent are classed as mis-

cellaneous in 1954 by the U, S, Census of Agriculture, Dairy with 75 is the
leading type of specialty f4rm frem an income standpoint followed by poultry
(15) and livestock (15),

Table 12,~ Types of Farms, Jefferson County, 195k

Percent of
Type of Famms NuggiEQOf all farms in
. . the county
Total fams in countygonpauoocb.t.'!i..l-c'c 368
Fieldhcrﬂp PN ensensassoonncnasosssanssess 0
N G&E?h-grain.-u..“.e,.”.....-no..-..... 0
Db}ier ﬁeldﬁcropﬁhﬁﬂﬂ’.'.'..‘.‘l.l.“‘.0 0
vegetai)le fams..e.lll’ﬂa.‘lil!.’l.l.l.!.ll' 5 103
Frulbeandemut £aYMBessecssvonssressonncnssrse 5 1.3 -
Dairy farmso.:coao::--.c-o-a--ooo-qcaoconooo 75 20’}4 .
Poultr.sr farms’.oobttilootoocl-o;ccco»o-oo-ooa 15 hﬂl
Iivestyck farms ether than dairy and poultry 15 hol
Genaral fama..n0.en;..oacoln.b.ta.dO..A.Otﬁ 0
Pl‘imarily‘ CTrOPscacossvessssssasacsvecons 0
. ' Primarily live-Stockﬁﬂo‘l.......".‘.'.Bﬂ O
Crop and 11vestotkecscsessassrcrorsacscs ¢
Misoellaneous and unclassified farmSesvececs - 253 6848

Source: U.S. Census, Agricuitufe

Farm Residence and Operation

on and off the farm,

. Jefferson County agriculture is characterized by the large proportion of
operators who reside on the farm and who divide their employment between work

Inmbering, forestry and other industrial and construction
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operations on the Olympic Peninsula provide a variety of seasonal and parte
time 3oba. Most of the county can be classified as a reglon of partetime
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worked off their farms during 1951, according to the Census of Agriculture,
Cut of this group, over 250 or nearly 70 percent of the farmers held jobs in
nonfarm industries more than 100 days of the year, These part-time farmers
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livestock,
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Farm Tenure

In Jefferson County a very large majority (86 ocut of each 100 farmers)
own and fully operate their farms, Many farms have remained in ownership of
the pioncer families who established them., Tenancy, or the renting and leasing

of entire f‘n!“mnﬁ has been decreasing since 'IO};ﬁ Tn 10:]; ﬂnhl\f 1’. out of ﬁl-'.":
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farms were operated by tenants, There has been an increasa in partly owned
farms during the last 30 years, Managerw-operated farms are few, only one
belng reported in 1954, The low percentage of managerial operations is common

throughout most of the wastern Washington counties,
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Table 13,- Farm Tensney, Number and Percent of Famms
By Tenure of Operator, Jefferson County

1925-195)
Namber Full Owners Part Owners Managers Tenants
Year | Farns in‘aumberwparsent nnmber]percentznxmbsrrpercenﬁ gumbsr fpereant
County of of all| of of all{ of of alli of of all
Parms| farma | farms| farmg { farms| farms | farms| farms
19251 350 300 | 85,7 9 2,6 i Lol 37 | 10,6
1930 272 222 | 1,6 15 55 2 a7 33 12,1
19351 LSO 351 | 78,0 28 642 7 1.6 6h | o2
1940 ;518 Los | 7842 17 3.3 1 0l 95 1843
1945 Ll 370 | 8347 28 643 1 o2 43 947
1950 la2 352 | 85.4 32 768 1 o2 29 740
195h} 35k 30k | 85.9 37 10,4 1 3 i 4,0
Source: U.S, Census, Agriculture
Parms by Tenure of Operator, Jefferson County
Type of (Paged on UsS, Consus, 1954)
Operator
Full owner
Paxrt ownor ?

36 o 1o 1o 2o 300

. ob 2o Zho
Fumber of Faxms

Figurs 8,~ Farms by Temure of Operator, Jefferson County, 1954 -
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Farmland Utilization

Crops were harvested from only about 12 percent of the farm land in 195L.
An additional 13 percent was in cropland used only for pasture and one percent
lay 1dle or in fallow, Typical of western Washington farmland utilizmation,
especially nounties in the Olympioc Peninsula, woodlands make up the largest
share of ths acreage. Woodlands which were not being grazed amounted to L5
percent and a 1little over 20 percent of all farmland was in pastured woodland
in 1954, Altogether, the woodland cevered about 25,000 acres or about twoe
thirds of the land in farms, Douglas fir and alder timber grow well under
natural corditions and farmers have found that clearing Douglas fir cuteover
land is expensive, Some farmers have left sush acreage in stumps and brush
as woodland pasture or Christmas tree land, Many part-time and some full-time
fammers are begimning to practice farm forestry for the harvesting of Christmas
trees and “orest pgreens which are shipped to eastern marksts, Others have
left dense regrowth stands undisturbed to grow timber for farm use and for
future commercial cutting, '

Total land in FParms — 37,977 noves y
Cropland _
Harvested 1241
1‘?‘0 J1an 1364
For Pusture
I
Cr%;lané Lol
Woedland
Pasture 2042
Foodland a8
Other.
Pastito 5e3
Other Land 3,1
. i -
9 b b b 17
Thousands of Rores

Figure 94~ Utilization of Farmland in Jefferson County, 155k

Farm Faedlities

The Census of Agriculture, 1954, showed that many Jefferson County farms
were below the state average in the use of facilities which save labor and
make rural life easier, However, farmers in this county do enjoy an extensive
rural electric service, Abeut 9ft percent of farm homes and tuildings were
equipped with electricity and 75 percent reported having telephones, State
averages for these facllities on farms were 97 and Th percent, respectively.
Farming 18 located in the Olymplc Peninsula area within the reception zone of
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statlions located in Seattle, Bellingham and Canada, allowing a higher than
average number of rural homes (nearly 6L percent of them) to have television
sets, Most of the farme also lave piped running water and a little over one=
fourth have home freegers, . o '

Farming in Jefferson County is not mechanized to the degrees found in the
more commercially developed farm counties of. the state, Several conditions
1imit the use of laboresaving devicess -The more important ones are the large
number of small farms, the large number of part~time farming operations, small
flelds and the tendency to raise products which require little mechanized
machinery, The heavily wooded and irregular térrain also 1limits the use of
vheels. Most common equipment found on Jefferson farms are tractors, motor
trucks and milking machines, Ownership of aytomobilés is higher than the
" natlonal farm average,-. Only.a small number of faxme nse £ield implements such
as grain.combines, plekeup balers and fisld forage harvesters.

Tatle 1.~ Specified Facilities and Equipment on Famms
Jefferson County,.195h -

N S L . l- ’ ’
' ‘ ercent of Al

',Telephﬁnebc.i.ivo';a cg'oj'oolacc;"n ' 268 7503 L
meﬁtricity'oc‘ctooootv sevens 333 9305
TQ].BViSiOﬂ setq.oocnnioonewﬁ 226 6305
Piped running watersesecec.. 333 93,5
Home freezer.....u..u-oou 97 27'2
Flectric pig brocderesscscses 5 Lol
Power feed grindeTocesssssas 30 Bl
Milking machineunu..--... 95 260?
Grain COMbineSoeeareavsncenn 10 208
Corn pickers........u.-..u aaad -
Pick-up balersscesssseseccce 20 506
Field forage harvesterscoses 20 5.6
Artifieial ponds, reservoirs

and earth tankS.osseeess 16 Lo5
Motortmcksu.......n.u.ee 218 6102
Trac‘tors.on-p..-..-........ 238 66'9
AUt OMObileSsasessscsscannans 283 7905

Source: U.S. Census, Agriculture
Irrigation and Facllities

In recent years there has been an increased interested in irrigation,
In 1954 there wers 765 acres irrigated compared with 478 in 1949. This is
nearly a 38 percent increase in irrigated land. Dairymen find that sprinkler
irrigation increases the cattle forage capacity of upland pastures, Berry and
vegetable growers adopt sprinkler irrigation to get better ylelds, The
gravelly glacial soils commonly found in eastern Jefferson County require cone
slderable irrigation during the dry, late summer months, Soil drainage on the
glopes is rapid during the winter season,
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Table 15,~ Irrigated Farmss Number and Acreage
- Jefferson County, 1950 and 195k

L . . s B e ]

Itenm 195 1954
Number of irrigated LBIMBocecvsosnrsvovansa 19 . 20

Land 1!'1 irl‘ig&'ted farmsonaaoootcoooooo-'oo 23850 agres 3)913 acres

Land -’n‘l‘igated yCOOIOOOOO000000...00‘000._ h‘?8 acres 766 acres
Irrigated land in farme according to use:

Farms irrigating oropSecesceseosssoes | . 1L 1l
Farmg irrigating pastureS.eesssessees 7 T
Acres of orops jrrigatedescecocrsssns 2}-\58 . 288 R
Acres of pasture irrigatedessesessces | 230 L8 '
y Includes land irrigated by cansls, pipes and overhead sprirkler
systems, : .

Sources U, S. Census, Agriculture

Irrigation in this county consists of 20 individually or farmeowned
gystems which employ mainly wells; pumps-atd sprinklers, There are also a
number of artifielal ponds whish cateh and held water during the late winter
and early spring run-off, In 1954, nearly two~thirds of the irrigated land
wag in pasture and the remaining one~third in hay, The use of more irrigatiom

in Jefferson County follows a general trend in the other western 'nghington
counties, } . f



